EDITORIAL                                         No. 93         March & April 2011
Walking around the village gives a good idea of the respect – or lack of – that some people have about the appearance of our community. John Holmes may be our part-time Litter Warden but he could really do without the mindless discarding of scratch-cards, empty (mostly) Coke cans and bottles, sandwich and food wrappers and suchlike onto roads in the village – and we are grateful for the many residents who have no hesitation in clearing up somebody else’s litter. However, another form of litter is the considerable increase in the number of posters remaining on telegraph poles and wooden fences, long after their specified date of event. Some, without a date to emphasise, remain continuously. Perhaps we should only ‘permit’ posters that advertise a Willand event a week in advance and removed a day or two after it has taken place. There are many places to advertise business activities – but not, I would suggest, on street furniture, including the new bus-stops. 
LETTER TO THE EDITOR
Brian - Just when I thought things had gone quiet on the dog front in the village, the phantom dog-poo-bag dropper is in action again. Why anyone should take the trouble to pick up their dog mess in a plastic bag and then throw it in the Jaycroft hedgerow is beyond me, particularly as the most recent bag was in the hedge not 50m from the collection bin in Old Jaycroft.  You know who you are, you use blue coloured freezer-type plastic bags and you are a thoroughly irresponsible and unpleasant person.  Many windows look out onto this area of Jaycroft – can I please appeal to those householders to report the person doing this to the Dog Warden (time, date and a brief description of dog and walker, please) on the telephone number which is inside the rear cover of this Magazine.                                                Name and address supplied.

AND A RELATED EMAIL FROM MDDC.

Hello - Lin and myself are the dog wardens for the Eastern half of Mid Devon and we have been advised via Adrian Cook of the problem in your area. If you wish to discuss this, please call us. In the meantime we have taken note and will be aiming to do some patrols in the area. Any information you have that will help us would be gratefully received.                       Phil Collins, MDDC. 

NEST BOX PROJECT – MEADOW PARK 2010.

Thirteen nests were found in this survey to have been successful at fledgling young. The twelve tit nests and one stock dove were an improvement on recent years. Much better weather in early 2010 probably helped the nests get going and meant far fewer failures in the numbers of un-hatched eggs and chicks not making it beyond the nest box. Encouragingly, small mammal activity (mouse, vole or shrew) from the boxes continued.

Stock Dove nested for the first time in 2009 and did so again in 2010, in the
 same large box originally intended for the owls. The matted, stick nest found left behind was typical of this messy nester and a sure sign that the nest produced young. By contrast, a much cleaner nest of similar construction contained three of the dove’s un-hatched eggs – for some reason the nest appeared to have been abandoned at this stage.

The twelve tit nests found were the highest number since 2006. Very few un-hatched eggs or dead chicks were found this time, which was a stark contrast to the heavy losses found in 2009, which suggests the Meadow Park population has bounced back well. One nest was taken up by a small mammal. The nest appeared ‘puffed up’, not flattened as a well-used tit nest becomes by the time the birds have fledged. Deeper into this nest was a neat core of dried leaves, which a mouse, rather than a vole or shrew, would have taken to this high-up box. Woodmouse is a good climber, as is Dormouse, as was found in the bat box in 2008. A similar sized nest was found again in the same box this survey!

There is evidence that a number of boxes have been damaged by woodpecker and squirrel but not sufficiently to compromise the safety of future nesting birds, although one will need patching this year. All of these boxes will be assessed in 2011.

Overall, the nesting success and diversity of wildlife in the boxes at Meadow Park was good in 2010. The number of successful nesters showed a good re-bound after poor weather hampered them during 2007 – 2009. The smaller mammals continued to exploit the boxes and evidence of a roosting bat was found in a different box this survey. There is also a strong case for dormouse staying on at Meadow Park, nest building and possibly rearing young.

                                                                            Anthony Pipe, Birdscape.

The full report is available from Tracy Leaman, the Parish Clerk. Ed.                                                                                                   

I want to die peacefully in my sleep, like my grandfather. 
Not screaming and yelling, like the passengers in his car.
CAMEO
We have welcomed four new members already this year and we are always pleased to see new faces at our meetings.  We are soon holding our first ever Spring Annual Dinner, replacing the usual Christmas dinner, and to be held at the Tiverton Hotel on 29th March.   
Our New Year started with an excellent Speaker - Mr Tom Colman - who showed us slides and talked about the island of St. Kilda.  Most of us had heard of it but very few knew where it was or anything about it. Mr Colman was one of a National Trust working party, who regularly go to the island in the summer months to carry out restoration work on the very few cottages that are still on the island. It is a thirteen-hour hazardous boat crossing from Oban to St. Kilda, so not for the faint-hearted.  The island has been occupied since pre-historic times and an archaeologist is employed surveying these old stone dwellings    There is no water supply or electricity but these are provided by what used to be a Ministry of Defence site but now used to track missiles fired from Ben Becula on the Scottish mainland.  There are about six remaining cottages and the National Trust, who own the island, are trying to make them capable of standing up to the fierce weather conditions in this remote area. The way of life for these islanders was very tough indeed. There have been a maximum of about two hundred islanders but in the 1930's the last remaining six families were taken off, as it was no longer a viable place for them  As they left, they left their front doors open and fires glowing hoping to return but they never did. They were staunch Presbyterians and Sundays were spent in the tiny Church, with three three-hour services held every week. They had their own Minister and it was his wife who ran the little school. They lived mainly on a diet of sea birds and made perilous journeys up and down the immense cliffs collecting eggs and catching the birds. Nothing was wasted. All the feathers were dried in specially constructed sheds made from local stones and once a year they were transported to Scotland.  The Fulmar spits a foul-smelling oil at intruders and this was collected and used for all sorts of purposes – cooking, lamps and medicinal.  During the 1600's new born babies were dying within a week of birth. The local women had used this oil on the Mothers and babies during childbirth but they did not know that they were giving the babies Tetanus. About 60 babies died over a thirty year period, until they finally accepted that this was causing the problem. The islanders were ravaged by smallpox and the 'flu epidemic after the First World War, so their numbers depleted until only about six families remained. It was a fascinating insight into the lives of these very hardy people. 

We followed this wonderful presentation with some of the festivities we had planned for our December meeting, which had to be cancelled because of the snow. Tea, coffee and mince pies were followed by a lucky dip, a belated Christmas draw and we ended up with a Cameo rendering of Auld Lang Syne.

Mary was in the chair for the February meeting and we welcomed a visitor to the meeting. The walking group have been out and about - two short local walks and one longer one on the Blackdown Hills, where they were confronted by about 1000 lively chickens. They will be meeting regularly every other Saturday from now on and there are now about 20 walkers in the Group. 
The Singles Group held their Christmas party at Wyn's house, 16 members squeezing in to her lounge.  We had a lovely lunch, crackers, cake, a lucky dip and games which put us all in the Christmas Party mood. Then they had their annual lunch at the Halfway House and had a delicious meal there, as always. In May, 10 members are off on holiday to the Lake District - something to look forward to during this cold and gloomy weather. 
We've got plenty of activities arranged for this coming year. We were asked by Devon County Council Library service to provide hot drinks at their Mobile Library Launch at the Village Hall and nine members gave up their Saturday morning to work, on a rota, serving the refreshments. However, during the three hours they were there, they only made twelve cups of tea and coffee, two of these to the driver and professional children’s storyteller.  It must have been really disappointing for their staff, who had worked so hard promoting this event, which was aimed at all parents and children to encourage them to use the new library service, which will, in future, be stopping at the Village Hall. 
We have also been asked by a local Willand lad, who is working on a University degree, if he could come to one of our meetings to photograph us, for one of his projects. We agreed with the proviso that he would not be wanting us to do a ‘Calendar Girl’ style photo shoot and that he used a long distance lens so as not to show too many wrinkles! A representative came from the Tiverton Lions Club and took away over 100 books we had collected over the year from our Coffee Mornings and our own monthly book exchange we hold at our meetings. We were pleased to donate these books which go to their annual charity book sale held in the Pannier Market in Tiverton later this month, knowing they would help other local charities. We were then transported to Africa, thanks to Sue and Ivan Godfrey, with a wonderful presentation. We began the journey travelling by road through Tanzania, all the photographs they took there were through coach windows, as it was deemed too dangerous to get outside the vehicles. On through the Ngoro Ngoro crater and the Serengeti National Park, outstanding images of the protected wild animals there and able to wander at will so, once again, they had to keep to the safety of their trucks.  The main purpose of their holiday was to climb Mount Kilimanjaro. This is the highest mountain in Africa and their motto was slow but sure. Altitude sickness can be a killer and every precaution had to be taken to ensure that they didn't succumb.  The actual climb took seven days beginning through grasslands and the further up they went, the rockier and more barren it became. The camping sites were very primitive but well run. They trudged along narrow paths and ledges which, in parts, were quite hair-raising. There were nine people in their party, supported by thirty seven local helpers. These men carried all the equipment, cooked the food, erected the tents and generally looked after them. There are lots of rules and regulations regarding climbing the mountain, check points so the authorities can see who was on the mountain and generally to make sure that everything was left in a spotless condition. They were elated when they reached the summit as their photographs showed.  Sue and Ivan show these photographs of their wonderful holidays to local organisations, in order to raise money for the South West Children’s Hospice and the new Tiverton Hospice. To date, they have raised £23,000.  It was an enthralling evening, especially as it was interspersed with their humorous interpretation. At our meeting on the first Thursday in March, the Speaker will be Miranda Allhusen, on Devon Gardens.                                                                                   Betty Penberthy
The last thing I want to do is hurt you but it's still on the list.
ANOTHER LETTER TO THE ED.
Firstly we would like to thank the Editor for allowing us to include this note in the latest monthly issue.  We would like to thank all the people of Willand for their kind thoughts and actions since the fire at our home. The kindness shown in our hour of need has been overwhelming and I know many of you want to help but not sure what to do. Several neighbours have helped with the clean-up of the house.  Currently, we have used 8 skips and still counting, although a land mark was achieved this week as a new bathroom floor has now been installed. With special thanks to Sally and Terry, Keith, Graham, Derek, Ruth and Harry for the endless cups of tea.

The willingness to get involved stems back to the night at the Village Hall when we were all evacuated and if there is such a thing as the ‘Dunkirk Spirit’ then it was on show that night. Special thanks to all the volunteers on the night, namely St John’s Ambulance, the Salvation Army, Special Constables and the staff of the Village Hall. Behind the scenes there were also some heart- warming stories - unfortunately no one at our District Council at Tiverton were available but the purchasing manager at Exeter Council was contacted around midnight. He in turn contacted the manager at Sainsbury’s at Pinhoe, who arranged for the store to be opened at 3am, thus allowing the purchase of bread rolls, soup, sausages, bacon and dog food, all shipped to the Village Hall for the Sally Army to prepare. The events that night developed a community in the village and if there are any positives to be taken, then it would be a shame if the spirit was allowed to lapse, so let’s try and keep the community going.

For those who would like to help in any way, from cleaning, decorating, building, etc.,  then Sally and Terry have developed a web site to use as a way of communicating to each other and our sincere thanks to them for this work. The site shows progress, calendar and a section to allow any donations of time and materials, so please refer to www.willandfiresupport.co.uk  if you want to get involved.  Some local businesses have kindly offered help in the re-build,  a far more positive response than our insurance company. A lesson learnt -  if you have any form of gas cylinder at home albeit barbecue, patio heater, blowtorch etc., then make sure you declare it with your insurance company. It seems it only costs about 50p/month but at least you won’t fall into the same trap as us. The cause of the fire is still unknown BUT we have our theories!

Once again many, many thanks for all your help and support in rebuilding our home, which we will endeavour to do until the funds run dry. Keep an eye on progress and if you want to get involved just pop along to have a chat, or visit the web site.                                                     Elena, Ian and Stan Firkin
MELVYN BRAGG’S ‘THE REEL HISTORY OF BRITAIN’
Later in the year, esteemed broadcaster Melvyn Bragg will be presenting a brand new series for BBC Two, telling the history of modern Britain through archive film footage, in association with the British Film Institute. Over the 20-part series, we’ll be touring the country in the UK's only surviving vintage mobile cinema and will be reuniting people with footage of their ancestors. 

Along the way we want to hear stories from families across Britain. We want to hear personal accounts of how people and their relatives lived through the momentous changes the twentieth century brought. Whether it’s a story, a photo, a diary or even a home movie, we want to hear accounts of the real history of Britain. 

The shows will cover 20 different subjects and included is a timeline of the areas we hope to explore in each programme but we really would like to reflect any stories that the great British public has about life in the 20th century. We will be filming in and around the Haynes Motor Museum, Sparkford, Somerset, on 23rd May, 2011 and we are particularly interested in stories from people who were involved in the construction of the M5 motorway or those who can remember when it first opened in the late 1960s and early 1970s. We would also welcome any great stories that people might have about any aspect of British life in the 20th century.   

We are very keen to see if we could find people in – or from - the old Tiverton Junction area, who might have had their houses or property bought by a compulsory purchase order as the M5 was built. If you have any stories, photos, diaries or memories that you’d like to share, please call the team on 0161 244 3289, email reelhistory@bbc.co.uk or write to Reel History of Britain, Room 4061, BBC Manchester, Oxford Road, Manchester M60 1SJ.
                                                              Gordon Hart, BBC, Manchester.
NOISES OFF………
The track-laying Maintenance Crews will be working again on the railway lines through Willand, for periods starting on 19th March, all the way through to 1st August, so if you hear any strange noises during the night or early morning, it’ll be them. Probably. 

WILLAND YOUTH CLUB

Many Thanks to everyone who supported our Christmas bingo, we think it was probably the best one we’ve had.  We continue to hold a monthly bingo in the Village Hall on the last Saturday of each month, we are a jolly crowd so please come and join us. Many Thanks to Anita and Dale Dennis for taking on organising of the bingo’s - you are doing a great job.

The club will be holding a Car Boot sale on April 9th, in the Village Hall Car Park.  Sellers from 1.00p.m., buyers from 2.00 p.m. If you would like to reserve a space please call Mel Billings on 07824620982.
Unfortunately last year we lost the support from Devon County Council to supply us with a youth worker. As Jackie hasn’t been well enough to continue her post, DCC say that unfortunately, due to funding cuts, they are not in a position to replace her.  Jackie has been a great youth worker and asset at the club and is sorely missed, we hope she resumes normal health soon! 
As DCC are unable to support us with a youth worker, we have decided to employ one ourselves and have recently appointed Ben Case, who started with us in mid- January. Ben will be working with the Monday & Thursday groups. The management committee would like to offer a warm welcome to Ben and hope to support his role to the best of our ability. This is quite ambitious on our part and we will need to be looking for grants and fund raising to help pay for this. The committee feel strongly that the young people of Willand deserve to have access to a qualified youth worker to help meet their needs. The committee is run by volunteers who are mainly parents/grandparents, with not much training, so we, too, welcome the guidance a youth worker will bring.
The Wednesday group seem to love dressing up so if your child has grown out of any fancy dress items, please consider donating them to the youth club so we can have a fancy dress box.
The Library is now stopping at the Village Hall every other Saturday, so if there isn’t a Coffee Morning on in the Village Hall, we are going to open the youth club so you can pop in and have a drink, access the internet or just have a chat. There will be help on hand if you would like any advice or have any problem with your own pc’s too.                                        Francis Wilcox
I started life with nothing and I still have most of it left.

 ‘CHILDREN IN NEED’ APPEAL – 2011.

The Willand Restaurant Car Boot Sales resume on Sunday April 10th and will continue until the end of September. Sellers will be welcome from 8.00am, with a charge of £3.00 for a six-foot table pitch or £5.00 for a large one. We ask for a donation of 20p from buyers, for the Children in Need Appeal, with access from 8.30am. Dogs are welcome. Should the day be very wet, the sale will be held on the Restaurant car-park.  Our fundraising is in conjunction with the Service Station and last year’s total raised was over £1800. Thank you so much everyone, for your support. This year our details appear on a number of Car Boot websites, including the fact a new cake stall, as well as the plants, will be in attendance. Sorry, no other food sellers allowed. We hope to see our regulars and lots of new faces.                         Margaret & Eddie Dennis.
COLLEGE SURGERY PATIENTS’ GROUP

Following the great success of the sales of second-hand books at Cullompton and Uffculme Surgeries, we are now able to offer the same at Willand Surgery.

Books cost 50p each. We operate an “honesty box” for payment and donations of books are always welcome - if there is space please put them on the bookshelf, if not hand them in to Reception. All the funds we raise go towards the purchase of equipment to help us all.                                Ann Broven
LADIES OF WILLAND - PREPARE TO BE PAMPERED!
Keep the evening of Friday 13 May free ladies because it is set to be a fun packed evening. A fantastic Ladies Pamper Night is being staged at the Village Hall. Tickets include:

· a glass of wine and nibbles, 

· a seat at the "Seriously Posh Frocks" Fashion Show, 

· the chance to take part in jewellery and dance workshops, 

· a great selection of stalls to buy from.
An entire evening full of entertainment is guaranteed - and all for just £6 a ticket.  Bring your purse as there will also be a chance to:

· buy the dresses you see in the fashion show at a staggering half price on the night, 

· treat yourself to a mini treatment just £5 a time on the night - which will include, hair straightening, hand massage, foot massage, Indian Head Massage and reflexology, 

· buy from a range of great affordable stalls including Phoenix Trading - perfect for gifts, Straw Silk Art's beautiful candles, jewellery stalls and much more.

Enjoy a laugh and night out with friends - proceeds to Willand School PTFA.
Tickets in advance priced at just £6 are available from March 14 from Willand
School reception and the people at the Verbeer Manor - so don't miss out. 
Watch Out for the Willand Wipe Out  The date: Friday 17 June. The venue: Willand School. The event: The Willand Wipe Out. It's the date that the children of Willand need to know - and it promises to be fun, fun, fun. An amazing inflatable obstacle course challenge for under 13s and the school's big summer event for all the family - keep a look out for further details.

                                                                                             Karen Bendall

PART-NIGHT LIGHTING
Devon County Council is changing its street lighting policy. Their programme forms part of a carbon reduction and management strategy and contributes to our goal to make Devon greener. There will be two new phased options for street lighting across the county:
• Phased part-night lighting in residential areas, meaning the hours some street lights are on, will change from all-night long to lighting between dusk and 12:30am and again from 5:30am until dawn.
• Main road lighting and areas of high night-time activity, such as town centres, will remain lit all night but consideration will be given to dimming lighting where possible. Through switching lights off in mainly residential areas between half-past midnight and 5:30am and dimming of all other lighting, energy consumption, carbon emissions and energy costs are expected to have been  reduced by a third at the end of the programme. The conversion of lighting from all-night to part-night operation will be carried out over a five year period (or shorter) across the county and will initially be included as part of planned maintenance operations, to keep costs to a minimum
• The County Council is responsible for nearly 75,000 streetlights, which consume 37 million kWh of energy, which in turn produces nearly 20,000 tonnes of CO2 annually.

• The present annual cost of electricity for street lighting is approximately £2,200,000.
• This is the equivalent to the total annual energy use of 7300 average Devon

homes - a town about the size of Honiton!

• The cost to convert a street light is about £20 to £30 and the energy saving

covers this cost within about 3 years, so the part-night solution is a cost effective way to cut our carbon emissions.

The County Council has been working with Devon & Cornwall Constabulary who understand that part-night lighting may give rise to concerns in some communities and as such, will be working with the County Council to ensure that the decision-making process includes considerations of crime, disorder and road safety in residential areas. Working together, Devon County Council and Devon and Cornwall Constabulary are aiming to reduce carbon emissions.

DCC is encouraged that the part night lighting schemes already installed in some parts of Devon work well and that some communities are already coming forward, asking to be included in the street lighting carbon reduction programme.
At a recent meeting, Willand Parish Council was very concerned about an area in the village where they think full night-lighting should remain.  The area identified is from the motorway bridge in Station Road to the Four Cross Ways roundabout. The committee felt that part-night lighting in this area is especially dangerous, due to the 24 hour freight movements there and the lack of a continuous footpath.  D.C.C. have since written to say they will ensure the lights within that section of roadway will remain lit.
BLOOD DONOR SESSIONS
Dates, at the usual times at the Village Hall,  are 22nd July  and 14th November.

I didn't say it was your fault, I said I was blaming you. 
  
LETTER TO THE ED

Dear Brian.  The Home Library Service, also known as "Books on Wheels", has been in existence for many years. There are 40 projects across Devon, where WRVS (Women's Royal Voluntary Service) volunteers work in partnership with Devon Libraries to deliver the service to about 700 clients. We supply reading material to the elderly and housebound or those people otherwise unable to visit their library through debilitating illness.
Across Devon there are also many elderly people living in isolation who could probably use the service, but either don't know how to access it or are afraid to ask. As an organization, we believe in care in the community, allowing people to be independent for as long as possible. Our volunteers are asked to look at the needs of the clients on their round, so-to-speak, as a friendly face going into their homes. Do they need help in other ways and if we can't provide it - who can? 
As far as reading material is concerned, we supply ordinary print books, large print books, tapes and CDs. Books can be ordered from the library if not available on the shelf. There are no fines and clients may keep the books for as long as needed. They can also have as many books as required. Other types of material are also available, e.g., for dementia sufferers - reminiscence material. I am sure you are right in thinking that there are people out there who would benefit from the service. Anyone who thinks they would benefit from the service can contact their local library who will probably refer them to the local organizer, or they can contact me on 01404 871397. I am the Local Service Manager for Devon and I can deal with them direct.

Of course, we are always looking for volunteers to deliver the service, especially as we never refuse the service to anyone who requests it. They, too, can also contact me. Please come back to me if you need more info.  I should add that we have many men working for us despite the name! All volunteers have to be members of WRVS at no cost, and CRB checked. Pam Mayall
Always borrow money from a pessimist, they won’t expect it back
WILLAND GARDEN CLUB

We are looking forward to starting our 2011 programme on 9th March, when we will have a visit from the Head Gardener at Killerton. This is followed by a coffee morning on 19th March.

Meetings are held on the second Wednesday of the month from March to December. Visitors are welcome at 50 pence a meeting and annual membership fee is £2.50. At future meetings this year, we will be having  a photo quiz and talks on European Beavers, the Lobb brothers, plants for autumn / winter, the RSPB and Canals of the South West.

For further details about the Garden Club and our annual Flower and Vegetable Show, please email me at candrallan@talktalk.net or phone me on 01884 33828. If you would like me to call you back, just leave a short message on my answerphone.                              Carol Allan, Garden Club Secretary

A clear conscience is usually the sign of a bad memory.
A BILLION

A billion is a difficult number to comprehend, especially in relation to Government spending but one advertising agency did a good job of putting that figure into some perspective in one of its releases;

A billion seconds ago it was 1959.   A billion minutes ago Jesus was alive. 
A billion hours ago our ancestors were living in the Stone Age. 
A billion days ago no-one walked on earth on two feet. 
The voices in my head may not be real, but they have some good ideas
2011 CENSUS COMING TO A LETTERBOX NEAR YOU
On Sunday, 27th March this year, all residential households in the United Kingdom will be taking part in a census.  Since 1801, a day has been chosen every ten years for this purpose (except in 1941 during the war). 
The census provides an excellent source of information about the population. It enables central and local government, health authorities and many other organisations to identify need for housing, education, health and transport services for years to come. Did you know that supermarkets use census statistics to work out the kind of foods they need to sell to keep local communities stocked up with their favourites? Water companies use the census data to plan the pipes for clean and wastewater – to make sure there’s enough for everyone. Fire brigades and the police use census data to help communities, putting fire alarms and crime prevention measures in specific areas. The benefits are far reaching.
The census statistics also feed into the allocation of funding for local authorities and play a major part in identifying need for local services in communities, so it is crucial the population estimate is as accurate as possible. In the last census in 2001, Mid Devon achieved a very good response rate of about 97% and we want to do as well this time! When the questionnaire envelope comes through the door you’ll easily recognise it by the purple 2011 Census logo. Take care of it. 
If, like many people, you want to complete the questionnaire online, your individual internet code is on the front of the questionnaire.  The 2011 Census doesn’t want anyone to fall behind – so there is a wide range of help options available (such as language guidance booklets, large print format, Text Relay and census field staff on hand, as well as online help and telephone call centres). More information can be found at: www.census.gov.uk
We never really grow up, we only learn how to act in public.
OVERWEIGHT VEHICLES
The B3181 (Silver Street) runs through the centre of Willand and is restricted to vehicles that are under a certain weight. As such, large lorries (usually articulated vehicles) should not be driven through the village.  Unfortunately, it seems a number of them choose to ignore the restricted weight limit signs and travel through the village anyway. We are hoping to catch more of the perpetrators and would like to ask residents for their help in doing this. If you witness a vehicle clearly breaching the weight limit restriction, then could you please contact us with the vehicles registration details and the name of the company depicted on the vehicle, if this is visible. It would also help for us to know the day and time that you witnessed this. Once we have these details we will be able to contact the company’s traffic managers and advise them their drivers are breaking the law and that the police will take further action should we receive similar complaints.  You can contact either PCSO Jonathan SIMS or myself PC Katie Rich on 08452 777 444.  Thank you.
Knowledge is knowing a tomato is a fruit; Wisdom is 
not putting it in a fruit salad.
WILLAND VILLAGE HALL
Thank you to those who are continuing to support our monthly bingo sessions on the second Tuesday of the month. Frances Wilcox is doing a sterling job with calling the numbers and John Holmes and Brian Thomas with calling back. The money raised is a very welcome addition to our funds. We will be postponing our flat roof repairs until the summer as we have to wait for a grant application to be processed. Keep your fingers crossed for no heavy rain!

Not a lot more news, except that there are lots of activities going on in the Hall – something for everyone. However, it is amazing how many Willand people have not yet been in the Village Hall. Compared with others in the surrounding area, Willands’ is one of the biggest and best. Why not check and see for yourselves what a great facility it is? Carol Allan, Village Hall Treasurer
WILLAND TENNIS CLUB

It's the time of year when we should be thinking about going outside and playing tennis again. The New Season starts on 1st April and our annual subscription starts from that date, which is £80 per person - Students £45 (£10 discount if paid before 1st May).  Our Junior Programme starts on Tuesday 5th and Wednesday 6th April. It runs through until Wed. 27th July. The cost of the 17 week course is £55 which includes membership so that the children can use the courts for free. 
Our 2 Junior League Teams did very well last year, and won both Div. 1 and
 Div. 2 of the East Devon League.  We have approx. 50 juniors aged from 5 to 18 years. We are looking forward to employing a new coach, who will start in April. If there is anyone who is interested in individual coaching, please contact me, and I will see if he/she is available.  We are also running an adult beginners and improvers course if numbers permit.  This is to be held on Friday nights starting Friday 13th May until Friday 15th July. The cost would be £50. Anyone who is interested in the courses, please ring Rita Parish on 01884 820803 and she will send you a form to complete. 
The courts are always available for Public Hire. Costs are Adults £2 per person per hour, Students £1-50 an hour, Children £1 per hour. Please contact John Morrison on 01884 32331, who lives opposite the courts at Driftwood, if you wish to reserve a court, or just turn up and take your chance and pay John, if the courts are open.       Rita Parish Hon. Secretary Willand Tennis Club

You're never too old to learn something stupid.
WILLAND FOLK DANCE CLUB
Once more time flies quickly by and the problems of snow and the excitement of Christmas are disappearing in the past. We were bitterly disappointed to have cancelled our Christmas dance but made up for it on New Year’s Eve with 107 dancers celebrating the New Year in.
Our January dance saw national artists Chris and Julie Dewhurst and their son
Nick play to a packed Village Hall. Our Caller Ivan Aitken kept us all busy with lots of exciting and intriguing dances that severely tested our sense of direction. Ivan comes from Reading in Berkshire, while Chris and Julie live in Staffordshire, so they had a long round trip to make. We appreciate their efforts to be with us as we continue to attract top bands and callers to Willand.

Our Club Night attendances are picking up with several new Willand Folk coming along to dance and enjoy a social evening with us. In February, local lass Sue Rivett provided the music with her Stick Youth Band, a group of fiddle players aged 8 to 14 years who produced a tremendous sound all playing together. Led by Sue, there were 12 or more students playing for the dance. Eileen Nightingale travelled over from Lyme Regis to be our caller.  Other club nights of interest are March 10th, the 24th and April 14th. If you would like to give Folk Dancing a try, you will be most welcome.                                                                 
Our Holiday to the Royal Hotel in Woolacombe is now full, with 109 dancers anticipating a busy three days dancing, walking and relaxing by the sea. We have been running these holidays annually for 16 years now and the weather has always been kind, so fingers crossed, we are hoping for the same this time! I’ll let you know next time I write. Brian Thomas

If I agreed with you we'd both be wrong.
SPINAL INJURIES ASSOCIATION.
The Great British Fish and Chip Supper – Friday 20th May 2011.  Want to do something different? Want to raise money where you live or work? Want to eat Fish and Chips, while raising money for charity? Hold a fish and chip supper on Friday 20th May 2011 whilst raising awareness of spinal cord injury and supporting SIA’s information and support services. 
You can hold a fish and chip supper in your own home, at work or hold a larger supper at your local community centre.  SIA will provide a fundraising pack containing hints and tips, recipes, invitations and donation envelopes. By inviting 7 friends and asking them to donate an additional £5.00 means you will raise at least £35.00 from your supper but we will also give you additional fundraising ideas to raise even more money for SIA.

Community Fundraising Officer, Elizabeth Wright, says, “The Fish and Chip Supper is a wonderful opportunity for a great evening with friends and family. We are also encouraging people who work to hold a Fish and Chip Lunch in their work places to raise even more funds. You may be even a local community group wanting to run a fun evening with your group.  Be a part of something special and make a real difference to help spinal cord injured people gain access to the information and support they need to enable them to live full and independent lives.” For more information or to request a fundraising pack, call Elizabeth Wright on 0845 678 6633 ext. 229, visit www.spinal.co.uk  or email fishandchips@spinal.co.uk. 

Going to church doesn't make you a Christian any more than standing in a garage makes you a car.
FREECYCLE 

An article in the Halberton Parish Magazine recently, by the co-ordinator of the Sampford Peverell Freecycle group, brought into focus the plea by one of our residents who was trying to help the family whose house was gutted by fire a month or two ago. There is a worldwide Freecycle network, made up of many individual groups of people who are giving (and getting) stuff for free in their own towns and villages but the one in S.P is purely for local residents.
Freecycle groups match people who have things they want to get rid of, with people who can use them. Their goal is to keep usable items out of landfills. Another benefit of using Freecycle is that it encourages us to get rid of junk that we no longer need and promote community involvement in the process.
How does it work? Everything advertised must be free, legal and appropriate for all ages. When you want to OFFER something - whether it's a chair, fax machine, piano or an old door, simply send an email to your local co-ordinator.  Maybe you're looking to acquire something yourself? Post a WANTED message and someone may just have what you're looking for. After that it is up to the giver to decide who receives the gift from the responses only they receive and to set up a collection time.
If there is anyone out there who would like to take on the role of co-ordinator for Willand, all it needs is a very small amount of your time and commitment – there is no cost involved at all. It’s quite likely the list of items available or wanted could be part of this Magazine, together with the relevant telephone number. After that, it’s up to the ‘buyer & seller’ to sort it out - items would only be advertised in the Mag once, unless the co-ordinator is asked to repeat it in the next issue. Gill Bowers, who runs the S.P. group, is quite happy to answer any questions you may have. I understand there are already some people in the village who are part of the S.P. group - please give it some thought – it seems a very worthwhile facility and I can pass on Gill’s telephone number if you need further information. Give me a ring on 34111. Please. Ed.
MEADOW PARK WOOD 

Spring is coming - a chance to visit the Willand woodland which is owned and managed by the Woodland Trust for the enjoyment of us all.  The main entrance is in Meadow Park nearly opposite Oak Crescent.  In the wood where the paths meet (about 100 yards in), you will see the twin trunks of a fine Hornbeam tree.  Note the interesting bark and you will be able to identify many Hornbeams in the wood. It is unusual to find Hornbeams in a Devon wood, as they are normally found in woods in the south east of England.  A few steps further on is a wild cherry tree, with twin trunks too, note the distinctive bark, You will find others in the wood, look up for the white blossom which is one of the delights in spring time. To your right, on the edge by the field, is a huge oak tree, from one acorn planted about 400 years ago!

 

You will see bird nesting boxes and bat boxes throughout the wood.  These were put there thanks to the initiative of Sue Lane (from the Post Office) and her late husband.  Sadly she is now unable to continue her work in the wood. Are there any volunteers to take on this role?  Records of the numbers of birds and bats in the wood have been kept by the Parish Council for many years, and the latest records are printed in this magazine.
The Woodland Trust Manager for woods in Devon, is Dave Rickwood, telephone 0845 2935810.  He confirms that he does a safety check of all the trees once a year, and more often for those near the woodland edge to ensure that the public and property are not endangered. Their tree surgeon has recently been working on trees near the B3181.  Meadow Park Wood comprises broadleaf trees (not conifers) and the management aim is to thin the large trees in due course; they will be replaced by natural regeneration.  You can see many self-sown saplings, and we need to take care of these.  

 

As a life member of the Woodland Trust I would encourage you to support this worthwhile charity, see website www.woodlandtrust.org.uk   Members of this charity receive an annual booklet listing all the Woodland Trust woods throughout the country. If you would like to be involved a little in the care of the Meadow Park Wood, or its wildlife, please let me know. 

                           David Ritchie, Volunteer Tree Warden, 01884 822977
Dolphins are so smart that within a few weeks of captivity, they can train people to stand on the very edge of the pool 
and throw them fish.
ST MARY’S CHURCH

We are pleased to report on the Willand visit to Exeter Cathedral on Sunday 16th January, in which around eighty of us joined in a service celebrating Rev Anna Norman-Walker's new ministry as a Residentiary Canon and Diocesan Missioner. After the service Anna, Arthur, Lucy, Harry and Rebbeca hosted a Tea Party reception for us in the cathedral chapter house.

Following the local and national advertisement of the vacancy at St Mary's, applicants are now under consideration. We hope to have news of an appointment in the next issue of the magazine.

The active life of the church continues to flourish under the care of a team of capable leaders and experienced preachers. Newcomers are always welcome at all of our activities and services and we especially invite you to our Family Services on Mother's Day April 3rd at 10-15am and Easter Sunday April 24th at 10.15am.   Our Best Wishes for a Happy Easter, when it eventually comes!
                          The Church Wardens, Peter Thornton & Norman Snell
Whenever I fill out an application form, in the part that says 
"If an emergency, notify:" I always put "DOCTOR".
COLDHARBOUR MILL

Until Easter, the Mill & the Mill Shop are open to visitors Mon-Fri 10am-4pm for  tours of the factory and the World War 2 'Home Front' Exhibition.   Weekend opening will resume in April.  For more information, visit the website: www.coldharbourmill.org.uk   or phone 01884 849960.  The Gill Box Restaurant is currently open 7 days a week 10am-4pm (evening opening on Thursdays, Fridays and Saturdays will recommence  in April).  There will be a Mothers' Day special lunch - phone free on 0800 389 3859 for more information.

Dates for your diary:   Wednesday 16th  March:  Friends of Coldharbour Mill Annual General Meeting in the Old Stables at the Mill - 7 for 7.30 pm.  Members & prospective members welcome. Our March Newsletter will have more information.  (parking in Mill yard)
April: “Vibrant Rugs” exhibition in the Fox Gallery

Easter weekend.   Saturday 23rd  April : the Friends of the Mill Coffee Morning 10-12am with Bring & Buy and Raffle  (please park in main mill car park)

Sunday  24th  & Monday 25th  April:  Easter Steam-Up  10am-4pm. Engines in steam from 11am. Mill tours, restaurant, picnic areas, shop.  A great family day out!                                                                                   Susan Wasfi

Light travels faster than sound. This is why some people 
appear quite bright until you hear them speak.
FROM THE PARISH COUNCIL CHAIRMAN

There seems to be a lot going on at the moment. Hopefully, the extremes of the weather are now behind us for this year. We have seen some results of DCC cuts, as only the major roads had been gritted.  This left the rest of the village like an ice rink and I would like to say a big thank you to all those who have supported others in the village during these difficult times.  

We have developed and approved the precept for 2011-2012.  We decided to keep the precept at the same level as this financial year and whilst this will create some pressures as our costs increase, we believe that we will be able to manage them. 

We have now collected the forms that some of you filled in regarding your views on the Gables.  Out of 1475 sent out as part of the magazine, 26 were returned.  Whilst this is a very low response it probably represents about 50 residents.  We are now looking at the responses in detail and will publish a summary in the next magazine and on the web site.  We have to assume that those who didn’t respond do not have strong views on the future of the Gables.

The Annual Parish meeting will be held on March 31st in the Village Hall Club Room, starting at 7.30pm. This meeting is for the Parish Council and organisations in the village to present their annual reports.  Why not come along and find out what is going on in your village – and maybe even join in.  More details, including the list of organisations presenting will be posted on the notice board and on the web site.

District and Parish Council elections take place on May 6th and voting will be at Willand Village Hall, between 7.00am and 10.00pm. The nomination process starts shortly and details will be placed on the web site and on the notice boards.  If you would like help in serving your community, please complete the nomination forms and hand them in before noon on Monday 4th April.  We have eleven places for Parish Councillors at present, with eight of those places filled.  If there are more than eleven nominations, the election will proceed to a poll.  Should there be eleven or less nominations, the election will be uncontested and the nominees will be elected without a poll.

I recently had a meeting with 2 Sisters Food Group (formerly known as Lloyd Maunders).   Many of you will recall in years past, there was a problem with smells coming from their processing plant. They have put a lot of effort into changing the way they do things and as a result, the problem seems to have gone away.  2 Sisters held the meeting because they were making some further changes to the process and wanted to warn us that there was a small possibility of smells during this change.  In the event there was not a problem.  They also want to engage with the village in the future and we have discussed ways in which this might happen.  Watch this space.

We have finally managed to raise the funds to replace the bus shelter in the centre of the village (the one by the telephone box).  This shelter has been an eyesore for many years and it will be a relief to see it go.  The derelict shelter on Silver Street opposite Fir Close will be removed – these two changes will certainly improve the appearance of the village.

Subject to the results of the election, we will be starting work on the Parish Plan. We have decided that we need a group of about 10 people to make it happen.  This will be four Parish Councillors and six other residents.  Ideally there will be representatives for the various age ranges.  Don’t all rush at once – but if you wish to be involved, please contact myself or Tracy.

Finally, we have been looking at the cemetery and trying to find ways of keeping it tidy and safe.  We have recently ‘topple tested’ the headstones and the results of the test show that two headstones are in need of attention.  Unfortunately the Clerk has been unable to contact the relatives of those concerned, could you help?  If you are a relative or know a relative of Christopher Harold and Joyce Sharp or William Forse Hudson, please contact Tracy, the Parish Clerk, on 01884 821736.                                      Ray Ursell
WILLAND PRIMARY SCHOOL.
We hope you had a restful Christmas and New Year.  We have enjoyed several events so far this term and we are looking forward to many more!
In the first week of February, we took part in the annual RSPB Big Garden Bird Watch.  For over thirty years the RSPB have been asking their supporters to count the birds in their gardens; they then use the information collected to help birds that are in decline, such as house sparrows and starlings. This is the 10th year that schools have been involved in the bird watch.  During this time, over three million hours have been clocked up watching and enjoying the birds that visit our gardens (that’s nearly three hundred and eighty years) and every year some six million birds are spotted by people like you!  This year numerous birds have visited the school due to the fact that we have put out lots of food for them to enjoy!  In school we also run an annual competition where pictures of birds are placed all around the school and children have to guess what the birds are called. Children frantically search around the school corridors to find the birds and are eager to enter the competition. It is good for the children because they begin to understand more about the birds that live all around us.  Well done to everyone who entered this year! 
A couple of weeks ago we celebrated Eco-Week and did lots of eco-based activities.  KS1 children have been learning about electricity and how we can save it.  Lower KS2 children have been learning about recycling rubbish and thinking about what they can do to help. Upper KS2 children have been learning about climate change and what we can do to help look after our environment.  The whole school have been thinking about how we can be environmentally friendly by walking to school and not using a car. 
We still have much to look forward to this term including: Science Week; World Book Day; Community Week; Arts Week and many more activities and we look forward to telling you more about them when they have happened!

Holly,     Sam,     Liam,     Haydn,     Niamh     and     Olivia

Money can’t buy happiness but it makes misery easier to live with.

CULM VALLEY MODEL RAILWAY CLUB
After the fantastic success of the last two Model Railway Shows at the Willand Village Hall, we have booked a date for our third show on Saturday 24th of September 2011.  Again we will try to get new layouts not seen before in Willand, so if anyone has a layout they would like to exhibit at our show, please get in touch with me. (Club Secretary, Peter Fosberry on 01884821811 or cvmrc@hotmail.co.uk)

In the meantime if anyone is interested in what we get up to as railway modellers, we are holding our first ‘Clubroom’ open day on Saturday 9th April 2011 at our Clubroom behind the Baptist Chapel, on Chapel Hill, Uffculme. This could be a new event on the local calendar, it is hoped to encourage new members and promote the hobby of model railway construction and operation in the Culm Valley area. The doors will be open from 10.30am – 3.30pm with light refreshments being available throughout the day.
Some of our Exhibition  layouts, (Chinehurst – 00 gauge & Blackdown – 009 gauge) will be in operation, together with the permanent clubroom 00 gauge & N gauge layouts being available for visitors to try their hand at driving a model train (for a small donation of course), under the supervision of one of our members. Our newest Exhibition Layout project, Tiverton Junction (c1960) is currently under construction in the clubroom and visitors will have an opportunity to see its progress and also look at other modelling demonstrations being carried out by our members.
Everyone is welcome, though children must be accompanied by a parent, (and hopefully parents won’t come unless accompanied by their children!!!)  For those of you who know Uffculme, there is limited parking on Chapel Hill, and the easiest way is to approach it from the B3181 going past the school and down the hill.  Otherwise park in the centre of the village and walk the short way up to the Baptist Chapel.
Railway Modelling has come a very long way since the early ‘Tri-ang’ and ‘Hornby Dublo’ days, so you closet model railway enthusiasts, or the just plain inquisitive - come along as see for yourselves, we look forward to meeting you.  For further information, contact Malcolm Trump on 01884 840369.
YET ANOTHER LETTER……
Brian – last autumn I became concerned about low-flying Tornado jets over Willand, so requested information via our M.P., Neil Parish. The following is the detail from the Ministry of Defence;

“.... I can confirm that Tornado GR4 aircraft from RAF Marham were operating in Mrs Hudson’s vicinity at the time specified. These aircraft were cleared to fly at heights down to 250 feet.

The existing military estate is neither large nor varied enough to meet our training needs; therefore the whole of the United Kingdom is open to low flying by military aircraft in order to spread any disturbance as thinly as possible and to ensure that no single area is unfairly burdened.  This does not mean, however, that military aircrew are at liberty to fly anywhere they choose at low level. A number of areas are excluded, such as the restricted airspace around civil aerodromes, glider sites, certain industrial estates and the larger centres of population (generally those towns with over 10,000 inhabitants). Outside such exclusion zones it is inevitable that the less populated areas, such as Willand, will see a proportion of our low flying training sorties.

If any residents wish to complain in future about military low flying aircraft, they may wish to pass the information to the responsible Ministry of Defence officials, who will investigate the nature of activity they have noticed. They can be contacted on 020 7218 6020 or at Air staff, Complaints and Enquiries Unit, 5th Floor Zone H, Main Building, Whitehall, London SW1A 2HB, or email lowflying@mod.uk ”                         Minister for Defence Personnel.    

WILLAND HISTORY GROUP
It is a busy time for the History Group at the moment. Some group members are currently transcribing the recently released 1911 census returns for Willand into a more user friendly format, whilst others are tackling the task of updating the catalogue of the now considerable Willand Archive. Other projects planned this year include putting together a temporary Exhibition on Willand history to be held at Tiverton Museum, and a group ‘Tour of Willand’ aimed at making a photographic record of the village in 2011. As Willand History Group moves into its tenth year, we would always welcome new members – whether you are experienced historians with specific interests in local history, or if you would simply like to get involved with a parish activity, learn a bit more about the village and exchange a bit of gossip at one of our meetings – the more the merrier!
One area of interest we would like to develop more is field archaeology and metal detecting. We have already made two or three enthusiastic and enjoyable attempts, but have been defeated by a lack of equipment and it has to be said, expertise. If there is anybody in the parish who has the relevant knowledge and would be happy to give us some guidance, we would love to hear from you. 

One of the ongoing ‘services’ provided by the History Group is dealing with various queries, sometimes relating to house histories but more often about people and families who used to live in or have some connection with Willand.  This often turns into a two way process of exchanging information and can initiate research into new areas of Willand’s history. For example recent topics of investigation have been into families named Osmond, Tanner, Widgery, Tozer and Willey who lived in Willand at various stages from the 1700s to the 1900s – including queries from descendents now living in both Australia and New Zealand. A more specific question was whether anyone knows of a Myrtle Andrews, who is said to have lived at The Rectory in the 1940s – we know Revd Andrews and his family were living there, but we can find no reference to a Myrtle. Can anyone help with any of these? 

                   James Morrison, 01884 250057 (jamorrison@supanet.com)

Dr Tracey and The Gables

As the Sword of Damocles hangs over one of Willand’s best known and most historic landmarks – The Gables – it might be useful to consider the early history of that house and the family who lived there.  Dr Henry Eugene Tracey came to Willand with his wife, Alice, in January 1894 and he soon became one of the best known, most popular and colourful characters in mid-Devon. First, he established his doctor’s practice at Beaufoy House and “enjoyed the reputation of administering both medicine and rumbustious good fun to all his patients; squire and parson, farmer and clerk, farm labourer and village shopkeeper alike”. He was a familiar sight going on his daily rounds by horse and trap, (driven by his coachman, James Gunner, always dressed in a green uniform). That was, at least, until the coming of the motorcar. Dr Tracey is perhaps most famously remembered as being the first man in the area to own a motorcar, after he purchased a 10-12 horse power Peugeot in 1907 (financed by his wife); he kept a diary of his motoring adventures which was later published as Father’s First Car, by his son, Hugh Tracey, in 1966; a short film version was made by Westcountry Television and filmed on location in Willand.
By the time he had bought the car, Dr Tracey had moved into The Gables which he had built in 1895/96 at a cost of over £2235 (again financed from his wife’s estate). Many villagers marvelled at the size of the construction and one is reputed to have asked Dr Tracey why he required such an extensive property, to which he replied, “To fill with little Traceys”.  The Traceys’ moved into The Gables on 26 August 1896; by then he already had four children and over the next few years added several more to make a total of eleven ‘little Traceys’. Dr Tracey’s cherished his new home and worked on developing the grounds. Surrounding fields were purchased to create a model estate ‘within a “ring fence” protected by belts of fir trees, and embracing a park-like view and a lawn facing south, summer and winter tennis courts, trout ponds, vine and peach houses, a large walled garden, orchards of the choicest fruit trees, with fruit storehouse, stables and motor garage.’
Dr Tracey was a religious man who believed in the simple message of the Gospel and as a firm advocate of temperance, he was a teetotaller for the last 25 years of his life. There were times when he provoked controversy, particularly when he involved himself in local politics, where he could upset his opponents with his outspoken, if honest, opinions; he was even physically attacked once in the streets of Tiverton during the volatile General Election of 1910. Dr Tracey also had many hobbies and talents, which he pursued with great energy. He was a gifted wood carver and a keen sportsman, who was regularly invited to play for the village teams. He played tennis and hockey, was vice-captain of Bradfield Cricket Club and a formidable goalkeeper who captained Willand Association Football Club. He was a keen course angler, who fished for trout on the Culm, and also a good shot; The Gables was adorned with many of the birds that had fallen victim to his guns.  Dr Tracey was not only a loving father but was also involved with local youth organisations, including serving as president of Tiverton YMCA.  
Tragically, Dr Tracey died at the age of 44 in 1911, having suffered from a kidney problem for several years.  His funeral, at Willand Parish Church, was unlike any seen in the village before or since. Almost 500 people attended from across the district, representing every facet of society throughout the district, regardless of age, class, politics or religious belief.  Clearly, Dr Tracey gave the people of Willand a great deal. Not only his skills as a doctor or genial personality on the sports field, but his practical deeds as a member of the Parish Council, manager of Willand School and churchwarden of St Mary’s Church. His legacy is still evident in Willand, from wooden carvings on view in the church to the woods that he planted (now managed by the Woodland Trust). However, the most recognisable monument to Dr Tracey’s achievements remains The Gables. By preserving The Gables we would be paying tribute not only to Dr Tracey but to his contemporaries and our predecessors in this parish in an era when public service was paramount. The early 1900s was the formative period for Willand as it transformed from a rural backwater to the modern village we know today. We need buildings like The Gables as a visual reminder of the society from which our own community has evolved, to help us understand who we are now by remembering our not so distant past. James Morrison, 01884 250057 (jamorrison@supanet.com)
AND FINALLY
I’m sorry I’ve had to leave out a number of articles this month – there’s just not enough room. Apologies to the authors concerned.
WILLAND DIARY
March

Tuesday        1st   Willand Rovers Bingo,                       W.V.H.,     7.30pm

Thursday       3rd   Methodist Church Coffee Morning,                   10.00am

Thursday       3rd  CAMEO – Devon Gardens.                W.V.H.,     7.15pm

Monday        7th   Culm District Flower Club,                 W.V.H.,     2.15pm

Tuesday        8th   Methodist Church – Free Pancake Party,     3.30-5.30pm
Tuesday        8th   Willand Village Hall Bingo,                W.V.H.,     7.30pm

Wednesday    9th   Willand Garden Club.                         W.V.H.,     7.30pm

Thursday    10th   Over 60’s Club Annual General Meet. W.V.H.,   2.15pm

Thursday    10th   Folk Dance Club                                W.V.H.,     8.00pm

Thursday    10th   Full Parish Council & Planning Meetings W.V.H.7.00pm

Saturday     12th   Folk Dance Club Dance                     W.V.H.,     8.00pm

Tuesday      15th   Willand Rovers Bingo,                       W.V.H.,     7.30pm

Saturday      19th   Willand Garden Club Coffee Morning, W.V.H.,  10.15am

Tuesday      22nd   Whist Drive at Willand Church Hall                     7.30pm

Thursday    24th    Folk Dance Club                                W.V.H.,     8.00pm  
Thursday    24th    Parish Council Finance/Admin & Planning Meet  7.00pm 

Sunday       27th   Census Day

Monday      28th   Blood Donor Sessions,                       W.V.H.,

Thursday    31st     Annual Parish Meeting,                      W.V.H.,     7.30pm
April
Monday        4th     Culm District Flower Club,                    W.V.H.,      2.15pm

Tuesday        5th     Willand Rovers Bingo,                           W.V.H.,      7.30pm

Thursday      7th     Methodist Church Coffee Morning,                         10.00am

Thursday      7th     CAMEO – More of the Luton Girls Choir. W.V.H., 7.15pm

Saturday       9th     CAMEO  Coffee Morning,                     W.V.H.,    
Saturday       9th     Willand Youth Club Car Boot Sale,       W.V.H.,    

Saturday       9th     C.V. Model Railway Club,  Chapel Hill,  Uffculme, 

Tuesday      12th    Willand Village Hall Bingo,                    W.V.H.,      7.30pm

Thursday     14th    Over 60’s Club                                        W.V.H.,      2.15pm

Thursday     14th    Folk Dance Club                                     W.V.H.,       8.00pm

Thursday     14th    Full Parish Council & Planning Meetings W.V.H.     7.00pm

Thursday   14th    CUT-OFF FOR INPUT TO THE MAY/JUNE MAG.

Friday          15th    Cowgirl Twisters Line Dancing,            W.V.H.,       8.00pm 

Saturday      16th    Bramblehaies Surgery Coffee Morning,  W.V. H.,

Saturday      16th    Folk Dance Club Dance                          W.V.H.,      8.00pm

Tuesday      19th    Willand Rovers Bingo,                            W.V.H.,      7.30pm      

Tuesday      19th    Whist Drive at Willand Church Hall                           7.30pm

Thursday    28th    Folk Dance Annual Reunion Dinner/Dance W.V.H.,  8.00pm

Thursday    28th    Parish Council Environment and Planning Meets.      7.00pm
